
 

 

òSee that you do not despise one of these little ones, for I say to you that their angels in heaven always 

look upon the face of my heavenly Father.ó Matthew 18:10 
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Welcome to the World!  
Sarah - October 6   Marilyn  - October 28  

Elijah - November 13   Milena - November 16   Joshua - November 28  

accomplished with a little help from 
their friends here at Cross Road  
Foundation.   

  I consider myself very fortunate to 
have been raised by parents who held, 
as well as lived, strong Pro-Life     
convictions.  At one point in my life, 
as a very busy mother of four, my 
own mother asked one day, “But who 
makes you do all these activities?”  
Without a second’s thought I blurted 
out, “God.”  

  It really doesn’t matter what inspires 
you to help Cross Road, the fact that 
you are helping is something for 
which we at Cross Road are most 
grateful. 

Dolores Celentano has been involved with the 
Cross Road Foundation for over 25 years.  She is 
currently serving as Vice President of the Board of 
Directors, and in 2013 was named to the Cross 
Road Hall of Fame.  Dolores is pictured below 
with her husband Dominick. They will celebrate 
56 years of marriage in February of this year. 

 Congratulations! If you are reading this 
edition of The Guardian Angel, you are 
indeed a person with Reverence for Life.  
Many of us who are involved in Respect 
Life (Pro-Life) Activities are happily  
expending our energies in a variety of 
ways, by caring for: the unborn and their 
families, children and adults with special 
needs, the elderly, the marginalized, and 
those in the last stages of human life. 
These organizations and advocates not 
only ‘talk the talk’ but also ‘walk the 
walk’ of living with a true Reverence for 
Life. 

  As for preserving reverence for the 
unborn, Staten Island has been blessed 
with a number of organizations that 
have people willing to donate their time 
and talents to helping others.  Back in 
the ‘70’s , because of the Roe vs. Wade 
Decision (even now if one is at the    
Annual March for Life, held in Washing-
ton, DC each Jan. 22nd, it is very inspir-
ing to see the many groups from both in 
and out of the United States, standing up 
for Life—especially interesting are the 
young people as well as entries like 
Atheists for Life, proving this Reverence 
for Life is an all-encompassing civic  
issue). We were busy forming Respect 
Life Committees in churches of many 
denominations as well as civic groups.  

Staten Island Right to Life Committee 
brought participation in legislation to 
further the cause of Reverence for Life 
as well as sharing havens in its individual 
members’ homes for women in need of 

a safe place until their babies came to term 
and it continues to supply baby furniture 
and clothing for children of all ages to this 
day, with its John Bruno Needy Mothers 
Support Program. 

 The 1980’s brought more educational and 
training programs so Pro-Lifers could be 
more successful in fostering respect and 
care for the unborn and their families,   
including seminars and a Pro Life Institute 
right here on Staten Island.  It saw the start 
of a Good Counsel Home on Staten     
Island—which provides a safe place for 
mothers and children to live until their  
babies are born and then go on to finish 
their education and become self-
supporting.   

  These years also saw the inspired start of 
Cross Road Foundation.  Our Mission 
Statement reads “…to assist women and 
families facing unplanned pregnancies by 
providing them with accurate information 
about their options and by offering them 
ongoing support.  Our goal is to empower 
women to make healthy choices for them-
selves and their families.”  And with your 
help, we can continue to do so. 

  Thanks to your support of Cross Road, 
we are able to assist our clients for as long 
as 12 months after the child is born.  Not 
only are women and families provided with 
the necessary information to be supported 
materially, including referencing to outside 
agencies, but they are also assured of     
follow-up care.  There is nothing more 
gratifying than learning of clients who are 
walking success ads of what can be       
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òFor a child will be born to us, and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor,ó Isaiah 9:6 NASB 

Janna Gaudiuso, Director of Development 

janna.crossroad@gmail.com 

Nicki Minaj opened up about her feelings of 

being a mother now.  “If I’m done with my 

fifth album and I don’t have a child by then, 

no matter how much money I have, I would 

be disappointed, as a woman, because I feel 

like I was put here to be a mother.” 

Though I differ with her regarding her       

pro-choice view towards abortion,  I admire 

the way she opened up about her experience 

to one of the biggest entertainment media 

outlets in the world.  Her lyrics suggest there 

is still healing that must take place.  They also 

suggest that she sees her unborn child as a 

person.  My hope is that through this striking 

admission and heartfelt confession of one of 

today’s biggest stars, someone in the same 

situation would perhaps walk through our 

doors, enabling us to help her with what she 

needs in order to choose life for her baby. 

In the January 2015 issue of 

Rolling Stone magazine, 32 

year old hip-hop star Nicki 

Minaj opened up about having 

an abortion in her high school 

years.  She describes the experience in the arti-

cle, Nicki Minaj is Hip-Hopõs Killer Diva saying 

that when she discovered she was pregnant, “I 

thought I was going to die. I was a teenager.  It 

was the hardest thing I’d ever gone through.”  

She goes on to describe the abortion as a    

decision that has “haunted me all my life.”  She 

then goes on to make it known that she felt it 

was the right choice for her at the time.  “I 

wasn’t ready. I didn’t have anything to offer a 

child.”  I have to admit that I am not familiar 

with Minaj’s music, however, the headline of a 

subsequent Yahoo article grabbed my atten-

tion:  Nicki Minaj Opens Up About Abortion:    

Itõs ôHaunted Me All My Life.’  The author of the 

Yahoo article went on to quote lyrics to one of 

Minaj’s new singles, “All Things Go” from her 

latest album, The Pinkpoint: 

 òI want Caiah (Minaj’s brother) to go to college, just to say   

we did it/My child with Aaron would have been 16  any 

minute/so in some ways I feel like Caiah is the both  of them/

Itõs like heõs Caiahõs little angel, looking over him.ó 

Many of the women facing unplanned pregnan-

cies are in the same situation that Minaj found 

herself in many years ago.  Many arrive scared, 

having a feeling of desolation, and unable to see 

anything that they could “offer” a child.  This 

revelation by a person that so many people 

consider an icon in the hip-hop world is very 

telling.  When a woman goes through with an 

abortion, she isn’t aware how that decision will 

affect her years down the road.   

In another interview with Complex Magazine, 
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Cross Roadõs Christmas Party was held on December 20.  54 mothers enrolled in the Parenting Program attended, 
bringing their families with them to enjoy a pizza lunch and an afternoon visit from Santa.   

All of the mothers enrolled in the program received presents donated from local parish Giving Trees for their families to 
open up on Christmas.  Cross Road Volunteers served the families lunch and provided entertainment for the afternoon. 

Photos courtesy of Frank DeChirico Photography, www.franksphotos.photomerchant.net 

mailto:janna.crossroad@gmail.com
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Mark your calendars!   

The 2015 March for Life will 

be held in Washington D.C. 

on Thursday,  January 22. 

A Pro-Life rally will begin at 12:00 p.m. and the march 

will begin at 1:00 p.m.  The March for Life began as a 

small demonstration and rapidly grew to be the largest 

pro-life event in the world.  The peaceful demonstration 

that has followed on this somber anniversary every year 

since 1973 is a witness to the truth concerning the   

greatest human rights violation of our time, abortion.  

(www.marchforlife.org)  Every year, marchers peacefully 

march from the National Mall to the United States     

Supreme Court.  For transportation reservations, please 

contact Elisa DiSimone at 347-874-3346. 

Our apologies:  Unfortunately, Ellie Keane’s name was omitted from the last newsletter for Diaper Drive donation.  Thank you Ellie! 

Cross Road Community Day  
at the Commons Café  

 

Come out and celebrate the first day of spring with your    

family and friends, grab some delicious food from the      

Commons Café and support Cross Road at the same time! 

On Saturday, March 21, Cross Road will be taking over the 

Commons Café at 2 Teleport Drive as part of an initiative by 

the Nicotra Group to give back to local non-profit organiza-

tions.   Cross Road will host activities throughout the come 

and go event from 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.  In return, the café      

donates 100% of the profits that are generated during the 

event back to Cross Road.   We hope to see you there! 

UPCOMING EVENTS  

Many thanks to those of you who helped make 

our 2014 Fashion Show a success! Attendees 

were treated to an evening of Masquerades &  

Miracles with a delicious dinner provided by the 

staff at Nicotra’s ballroom, entertainment by the 

musical group, Memories, and a fashion runway 

that included styles from Molly’s Boutique, Ivory 

& Co., Destination XL Menswear, and L Furs.   

MORE DETAILS TO COMEé 

HIGH TEA & BREW   

Sunday, April 26  

The Lake Club, 1150 Clove Road  

 

2ND ANNUAL GARDEN OF LIFE  

Sunday, June 7   

Location & Time TBD  

As much as we would all like to see  
clearly that route to happiness, in truth, it 
is not a straight path. Even with a Janus-
like vision, our wisest leaders today can 
only imagine what lies beyond that first 
bend in the road ahead. In this we do 
well to follow the example of those three 
wise guys who, in ancient times, sought 
direction not only by looking back at the 
inspired words and forth into the inimical 
world but also by looking up to the  
heavens for divine direction. The lessons 
of history may inform our values, the 
products of science may refine our     
vision, but it is our hope-filled faith in the 
Author of Life that will infuse and       
reinforce those virtues that will finally 
guide us to our happy end. With your 
help we hope that in the year ahead more 
couples will be encouraged and inspired 
to take the challenging road to life. 

Janus, the god from  
Roman mythology for 
whom the first month 
of the year is named, is 
usually depicted with 

two faces: one looking back, the other 
facing forward. This image represents the 
challenge of maintaining a balanced     
perspective whereby we let the lessons of 
the past guide our steps toward the future. 
We need to view the world with both 
hindsight and foresight in order to both 
conserve those time-tested values and  
progress as a people. As we begin this 
New Year, given the violence and poverty 
that continues to inflict suffering on many 
innocent lives, we need wise men and 
women who can combine both values and   
vision to put us back on that path to  
prosperity and peace. This road to lasting   
happiness begins with the recognition of 

the sanctity of each human life from the 
moment of conception. 

The main mission at our center is to help 
expectant mothers and couples see clearly 
the crossroad they are at. They are        
confronted with a choice between the   

uphill lane to life and the downward road 
to death. While human nature tends to be 
short-sighted and is prone to take the path 
of least resistance, those who accept the 
challenges of the upward path do not    
regret their choice and find that the birth 
of their child brings them great joy. All of 
the couples who come to our center last 
year were at least grateful for the           
information and encouragement we      
offered.  

William Harder, Executive Director 

crossroad15@verizon.net 

ò...we need wise men and women who can com-

bine both values and vision to put us back on 

that path to prosperity and peace.ó 

mailto:janna.crossroad@gmail.com


 

 

Cross Road Foundation 

1152 Victory Blvd. 

Staten Island, NY  10301 

Helping expectant and new mothers in need since 1987.  
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Thank You to Our Loyal Supporters! 

Our heartfelt thanks go to those who participated in Baby Bottle Campaigns during Fall/Winter 2014: 
 

Our Lady Queen of Peace Parish Holy Child School of Religion St. Adalbertõs School 
St. Joseph & St. Thomas Parish & School of Religion 

 

 If you are interested in running a Baby Bottle Campaign in your church or organization, or if you are  
interested in volunteering in one of the campaigns, please contact Bill at 718-556-3474. 

 
We would also like to acknowledge support received in the Fall/Winter of 2014 from the following parishes/organizations: 
Our Lady Help of Christians Parish ʾ St. Christopherõs Parish ʾ St. Teresaõs Baby Bin ʾ Monthly HOPE Donors 

St. John Neumann ʾ K of C Fr. John C. Drumgoole Council ʾ Holy Child Parish ʾ VFW Post 5521 ʾ Costco Foundation 
Richmond County Savings Foundation ʾ  St. Joseph Hill Academy ʾ St. Teresaõs Girl Scout Troop #5078 

 
The following parishes also contributed gifts from their Advent Giving Trees.  The gifts were passed out at the Christmas Party held 

on December 21:  Holy Child, Our Lady of Pity, St. Clare, Our Lady Star of the Sea, St. Anthony of Padua,  
Our Lady Help of Christians, St. Joseph & St. Thomas, St. Sylvester, Blessed Sacrament, St. Charles 


