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BIRTH ANNOUNCEMENTS


 Born  10/26/10 - Azul    	  Born  11/03/10 – Erick	      Born 11/05/10 - Shaamir


 Born  11/06 – Israel			  Born  11/06/10 – Judith Guadalupe                     


									December 1, 2010


Dear Friend of Cross Road,





Driving along the New Jersey Turnpike, I noticed the new electronic billboards that flash new ads every 30 seconds. While the technology here is impressive, I observed that the ads are particularly clear at night. The darker the sky: the brighter the message.





This same effect was also in evidence at the City Council hearing last month, when the president of NARAL and Planned Parenthood, along with other leading abortion advocates created a very dark mood with their wild stories about how pregnancy center advisors delay pre-natal care and threaten to kidnap Mexican mothers. After being encouraged by Council member Jessica Lappin to embellish these tales, Councilman Dan Halloran challenged our accusers and got them to admit that there is no actual evidence of  abuse or misconduct of any client at a pregnancy center. After this concession, pregnancy center workers had the opportunity to testify as to the actual work that we do. 





In my own written testimony, I included several comments made by our mothers. I admit to being moved myself by their spontaneous expressions of gratitude. One mother wrote: 


	Well I’ve just started this program and I have 4 children already. I was so worried	 	about what I was going to do with a 5th child. Then I heard about Cross Road. This 	place gave me hope and faith along with great courses. I’m very grateful.


Another said: 


	I entered this program when I was two months pregnant. I don’t think I could have 	had a baby if it wasn’t for this place. I had 2 boys and I was really undecided about


	 having a 3rd baby. This place gave me hope that I could have another baby. Their 


	resources have really helped me and my family.


A third mother noted:


	I came to this organization after finding out that my partner and I were expecting 


	our first baby. I was scared. My parent kicked me out and I had to go to a shelter. 


	My life is upside down. They have given me hope and a reason to keep going with			 my pregnancy. I feel if they had just mentioned abortion from the beginning instead


	 of helping me learn to be a mom and responsible woman I would have regretted it .		 I am very happy with my decision.





Ironically, the efforts of our adversaries to tarnish our reputation have only served to make the good work of pregnancy centers brilliantly clear. While we haven’t yet won the day with the City Council, we have provided a bright message against the black backdrop of the abortion culture.   





Last week, as Advent began, the Holy Father celebrated a solemn vigil for unborn life and expressed his thanks to “those who are specifically dedicated to welcoming and safeguarding human life in different situations of fragility, especially in its early days and in its early stages.” As Mary and Joseph demonstrated 2,011 years ago, when faced with adversity, optimism about life remains our only valid option. Thank you for helping to keep this light of hope shining brightly for our mothers.


							


								Sincerely,


   							


								


								Bill Harder


								Executive Director	








